Erin Valentine – Japan

Originally, I chose to do my cultural collage using images related to Japan and Japanese printmaking. I found myself wanting to create something using images of authentic print, since I am currently taking a class on Japanese prints from the seventeenth and eighteenth century Edo Period. I also wanted to use older books, both for copyright reasons, and for the potential to find original lithographs.  Soon after I began collecting images, I started to focus on using not only lithographs, but also hand-colored photographs, and printed sketches.  

The context in which the books’ authors placed their images intrigued me the most, as the books were all Western European interpretations of life and art in Japan. These books, from the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, reflected a Western European contemporary milieu of interest surrounding all things Japanese. Not only do these older art books include the sculptures and prints seen in Japanese art books today, but they also have sword hilts and netsuke, objects that are often relegated to arts and craft, or utilitarian categories in modern Western publications on art. At the beginning of this project, my search focused on the images, but by the end, I found the context in which I found the visual materials just as interesting.
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