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Background

What is Making Connections?

* An initiative of the Annie E. Casey Foundation

* Goal —to “help improve outcomes for vulnerable children
living in tough neighborhoods”

 Emphasis on strengthening communities
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Background

Making Connections Sites — in 10 Cities

Denver, CO
Des Moines, |IA
Hartford, CT
Indianapolis, IN
Louisville, KY
Milwaukee, WI
Oakland, CA
Providence, RI
San Antonio, TX
Seattle, WA
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Location of Making Connections -- Milwaukee
Neighborhood within Milwaukee County, Wisconsin

|

Milwaukee

Milwaukee

Making Connectionsg s
Site Boundary -- |

Washington Park

County

6 0 6 12 Miles




Background
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Research Questions

 How do residents view their neighborhoods spatially and
symbolically?

How do the residents’ views compare with pre-defined
boundaries?

Can information about resident perceived neighborhoods
prove useful in addressing neighborhood action or as a
basis for work to strengthen neighborhood involvement
and social networks?
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Data and Methods

e Survey of residents in the Making Connections
sites

e Residents Asked

— To draw a map of their neighborhood
— To provide the name of their neighborhood

— To answer a variety of other questions

* Resident-drawn maps were digitized by NORC
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Data and Methods

History

* Began with Denver

— Grouped residents based on their “official” neighborhoods and conducted
consensus calculations

— Consensus found and method replicated for other sites
» “Denver Method” failed with every other site except Louisville
* Explored Other Methods

— Nearest Neighbor Hierarchical Clustering

— Consensus Based on the Neighborhood Names
— Neighborhoods Based on Other’'s Maps

» Complexity of the other methods led to questions about practical application,
which led to our current method
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Data and Methods

Step 1: Identify neighborhood names given by 10 or more
respondents & overlay the resident drawn maps

Resident Drawn Maps for
People Who Responded
"Cold Spring Park”,
Milwaukee

MANDEL SCHOOL OF APPLIED 50OCIAL 5CIENCES



Data and Methods

Step 2: Determine if there are consensus areas

Percent of Resident Drawn
Maps Endorsing Area --
People Who Responded

"Cold Spring Park",
_ > || Milwaukee

| Washington Park

[ Neighborhood Boundary

Percent endorsing area (# of blocks)

Il Consensus Area (>=50%) (20)

I Secondary Area (==33%) (19)
Tertiary Area (>=10%) (153)
<10% (137)
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Data and Methods

Step 3: Select those census blocks endorsed by 33% or more of the
residents & compare to nearest neighbor hierarchical clustering
results for commonalities

Cold Spring Park Endorsed Neighborhood Boundary
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Data and Methods

Step 4: Repeat method for other neighborhoods named by 10 or more
respondents

Endorsed Neighborhood Boundaries, Milwaukee

] Making Connections Site Boundary
[ Cold Spring Park
Martin Drive
Metcalf Park
-7 Micltawn
Sherman Park
2] Walnut Hill
Washington Park
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Data and Methods

Step 5: Analyze nearest neighbor hierarchical clustering results
to see if additional endorsed neighborhoods can be included

Endorsed Neighborhood Boundaries, Milwaukee

Making Cenneclions Site Beundary
Cluster 5

i Cold Spring Park

B Martin Drive
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Findings: The Denver “Standard”

Resident Endorsed Neighborhood
Boundaries, Denver

B Cluster 6 Denver is a unique
Baker (official name} H H . P
E Cole (official name) S|tuat|0n Oﬂ:ICIaI
BRI names; Not a lot of
[] Lincoln Park (official name)
sun Valley (official name) Overlap
West Side

[] Making Connections Site Boundary
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Findings: Many Overlapping Names

Resident Endorsed Neighborhood Boundaries, Louisville

Louisville — Official
and unofficial
names; Lots of
overlap

Similar Cities:
Seattle — Official
and unofficial names

Oakland — Unofficial
names

] Waking Connections Site Boundary

—] Clarksdale

[ Dosker Manor

East End

1= Parkland

Sheppard Square

| =] Victory Park

- West End

.7 Smoketown (official name)
California (official name)
Phoenix Hill (official name)
Shelby Park (official name)
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Findings: Many Overlapping Names

Resident Endorsed Neighborhood
Boundaries, Seattle

[ making Connections Site Boundary
] Beverly Park
Boulevard Park (official name)
King County
[T Park Lake Homes
Salmon Cresk
[ Shorewood
South Park
[ Top Hat
White Center (officlal name)
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Findings: Many Overlapping Names

Resident Endorsed
Neighborhood Boundaries,
Oakland

[] Making Connections Site Boundary
[« | East Lake

FH-H Foothill

[~ Fruitvale

o Funktown
Jingo Town
Lake Merritt
San Antonio
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Findings: Overlapping Name and Cluster Mix

Resident
Endorsed
Neighborhood
Boundaries,
Indianapolis

] making Connections Site Boundary
Cluster §
[T Cluster 7
Cluster 11
FER%) Cluster 12
== Barrington
Brightwood
] Fletcher Place
b Fountain Square
Martindale
B Martindale-Brightwood (official name)

53 Twin Air

Indianapolis —
Official and
unofficial names;
Clusters; More
names than
clusters;
Overlapping areas

Similar Cities:
Milwaukee -- More
unofficial names

Providence — More

official names

Des Moines — No

official names
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Findings: Overlapping Name and Cluster Mix

Resident Endorsed Neighborhood
Boundaries, Milwaukee

=] Making Connections Site Boundary
B Cluster 5

[T Cold Spring Park

B Wartin Drive

Metcalf Park

=] Midtown

Sherman Park

“=2= Walnut Hill

Washington Park (officlal name)
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Findings: Overlapping Name and Cluster Mix

Resident Endorsed

el g Neighborhood
e TH N Boundaries,
mamun Y Providence

1

/

[] Making Connections Site Boundary
Cluster 3
Cluster 8
1] Armory District
[x] ElImwood (official name)
[~ South Providence (official name)
.| West End (official name)

MANDEL SCHOOL OF APPLIED 50OCIAL 5CIENCES



Findings: Overlapping Name and Cluster Mix

Resident Endorsed Neighborhood Boundaries, Des Moines

] Making Connections Site Boundary
Cluster 1
I Cluster 10
Capitol East
[~ -] Capitol Park
(| Drake & Drake Park
1] Eastside
Fairground
Logan
Riverbend
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Findings: Mostly Clusters

Resident Endorsed
Neighborhood
Boundaries,

San Antonio San Antonio — Mix
of names and
clusters; More
clusters than

names; Some

IE overlap
CTERREREER A '“" Similar City:
2 S8R Hartford -- Official
S name in the mix

1 Making Connections Site Boundary
[ Cluster 2
Cluster 4
Cluster 6
Il Cluster 7
Cluster 8
Cluster 10
== Culebra Park
[~ Loma Park
Prospect Hill
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Findings: Mostly Clusters

Resident Endorsed

Neighborhood

Boundaries,
Hartford

[ Making Connections Site Boundary
Cluster 2
L1-H Cluster 4
<< Cluster 5
B Cluster 6
B Cluster 7
Cluster 2
I Cluster 9
Cluster 11
Park Street
5 Upper Albany (official name)
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Research Findings

* How do residents view their neighborhoods spatially and
symbolically?
— Vast differences across sites and to some extent within sites

How do the residents’ views compare with pre-defined
boundaries?

— It depends on the site

Can information about resident perceived neighborhoods
prove useful in addressing neighborhood action or as a
basis for work to strengthen neighborhood involvement
and social networks?

— Yes, within each site; but difficult across sites
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Next Steps

Evaluate Our Methodology

e More Research

— Reliability Measures between and within resident endorsed
neighborhood boundaries

Compare results from the survey

e From the Field

— Experience from Local Learning Partners in each site
Field results only from Milwaukee so far
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