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SYNOPSIS:

Mano Singham dissects the legal battle between evolution and
creationism in the classroom beginning with the Scopes Monkey
trial in 1925 and ending with an intelligent design trial in Dover,
Pennsylvania, in 2005. A publicity stunt, the Scopes Monkey trial
had less to do with legal precedence than with generating tourism
dollars for a rural Tennessee town. But the trial did successfully
spark a debate that has lasted more than 80 years and simply will
not be quelled despite a succession of seemingly definitive court
decisions. In the greatest demonstration of survival, opposition
to the teaching of evolution has itself evolved. Attempts to
completely eliminate the teaching of evolution from public
schools have given way to the recognition that evolution is here
to stay, that explicitly religious ideas will never be allowed in
public schools, and that the best that can be hoped for is to chip
away at the credibility of the theory of evolution.




